
5th GRADE STUDENTS  - JOIN THE SEMINARY BAND 
(In 6th Grade!) 

Dear Parents,  
There is a great opportunity for your child in the Seminary Schools. The Seminary Band 

program is one of the premiere groups on campus and offers multiple benefits during the school 
years and beyond. According to many studies, students who participate in music have higher 
test scores, develop independence, develop fine and gross motor skills and have improved 
discipline, teamwork capacity, and higher order thinking which leads to creativity. Above all, 
students in the band find a second home. I would challenge any organization anywhere to find a 
group of friends and students who are willing to support each other more than members of a 
school band.  Below some more benefits and information on how to join will be shared. 
 
The Seminary Band 
The Seminary Band program has received an All-Superior Rating at the state marching 
evaluation for the past 7 years. Additionally, the band has achieved the required scores and 
participated in the class 3A MHSAA State Marching Band Championships for the past 2 years. 
Our band seniors are often awarded college scholarships, this year 100% of our senior band 
students received financial aid for college to become a member of the band at the college. 
College 
All universities want a large marching band to represent the school and its traditions. Colleges 
offer scholarships to students with experience in performing music from a band program. 
Amounts vary based on the college a student attends and his/her musical abilities. Practice! 
Additionally, becoming a member of a college/university band provides students a chance to be 
part of an incredible group whose performances highlight the traditions of a college going back 
over 100 years.  
Travel & Participation 
The high school band will actively travel throughout the state and beyond as we perform for 
sports, competitions, concerts, holiday and local events. In our program every member is 
responsible for carrying out his/her part and everyone performs, there are no side gigs.  
Performances & Practice Time 
6th Grade Beginner Band, along with 7th and 8th Grade, will perform 1-2 concerts a school 
year. 
Most, if not all, of the rehearsal time will take place during the school day in our class. 
 
Once students advance to the marching band and join the high school performance ensemble, 
after-school rehearsals and performances will become more prevalent. Additionally, students 
have the opportunity to participate in multiple honor bands hosted throughout the state and at 
various universities. Honor bands are not required and offer students a great opportunity to 
perform great music with other like minded and skilled individuals. Being a member of an honor 
band can also lead to improved college scholarships, such as the Mississippi Lions All-State 
Band, which holds 35 International Championships and performs around the nation and world. 
https://www.misslionsband.org/ 
 
 
 

 



 
 
How to Join 
Students are invited to become members of the Seminary Band. All students who are interested 
will attend band class during the first few weeks of school where they will be introduced to the 
instruments and the band hall. During this time students will be evaluated on his/her initial 
musical understanding and, above all, their ability to gain discipline and work in a rehearsal 
environment. Once students have been invited they will be given the opportunity to try out for an 
instrument and find out which part they will play in the band. More information will be included 
with the invitation that will inform families how to purchase a band instrument, including our 
band instrument night with Mississippi Music. Mississippi Music will set up shop in our own band 
hall and students can obtain an instrument then. 
Beginning Band 
Once students have an instrument they will report to the 6th grade band class as placed on 
his/her schedule and begin to learn the skills necessary to perform as an individual and in a 
group setting. Students in the beginning band will perform 1 or 2 times a year as part of the 
overall school band concerts, hosted at Seminary Schools. 
Being part of multiple extra-curricular activities 
Band class shares time with other activities so it is not always possible for students to be 
enrolled in band and other clubs or sports. Though this largely depends on when a group meets. 
Grading 
Yes, students in band will receive a grade. Music is considered a CORE subject and while it 
may not have a state test, the music program at a school is guided by State and National 
standards for education. In class students will receive grades based on worksheets and 
demonstrating the performance skills that have been taught in class. In high school, band class 
awards credits towards graduation requirements. 
Instrument Cost 
Yes, instruments cost money, sometimes a lot of money. However, any cost that is invested in 
purchasing an instrument may be made over many years depending on the payment plan set 
and which instrument is purchased. Additionally, a college scholarship will typically award more 
money within the first year than the total cost of an instrument. It is a long term investment that 
will pay off! If there are any questions about money please contact the director first, don’t let it 
be the one deciding factor for participating in a band program.  
The Band Director 
Sean Owens is the director of bands for the Seminary Schools. Mr. Owens has taught for four 
years and began teaching at Seminary in July of 2019 (band camp!). Mr. Owens received an 
Associates Degree from Hinds Community College, a Bachelor’s Degree from The University of 
Southern Mississippi, and a Master’s Degree from William Carey University. Additionally, 
outside of the school setting Mr. Owens continues to perform professionally as an active 
member of the 41st Army Band through the Mississippi National Guard.  
Additional Resources 
This website offers examples of multiple instruments and provides more information on the 
benefits of being enrolled in a school music program. You can also access it by searching “Be 
Part of the Band” on YouTube and Google. https://www.bepartofthemusic.org/bpotb/index.html 
Director Contact: 
Email: sowens@covingtoncountyschools.org 
If you would prefer a phone call please email Mr. Owens first and provide a time which would 
work best for you. He will respond as quickly as possible and is always here to help! 
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